Interpreting The Quran: A Guide For The Uninitiated

“This book introduces students to the Qur’anic text by relating it

~ to the life of Prophet Muhammad and the development of the first
;ﬂyslim community in the early h y. An inter il and
relevant approach that will help the uninitiated make sense of this Sl
extremely complex text.’
ABDULLAH SAEED, SULTAN OF OMAN PROFESSOR OF ARAB AND ISLAMIC STUDIES
AND DIRECTOR OF THE ASIA INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

»

Post 9/11, sales of translations of the Qur'an have greatly increased.
Students and general readers alike are increasingly interested

in the sacred writings of Isltam. But the Qur'an can often make
difficult reading. It lLacks continuous narrative, and different types
of material dealing with different topics are often found in the same
chapter. Also, readers often attempt to read the book from start

to finish and without any knowledge of the life and experiences of
both Muhammad and the community of Islam. Introductions to the
Qurian attempt to make complex passages easier to understand

by discussing context, history and different interpretations, and by
presenting selective textual examples.

Bennett’s new introduction takes a fresh approach to studying the
Qur'an. By reordering parts of the Qur'an, placing its chapters and
verses into a continuous narrative, the author creates a framework
that untangles and elucidates its seemingly unconnected content.
Through this new approach the reader will come to understand
various aspects of the Qur'an’s interpretation, from Muhammad's
life, to Muslim conduct and prayer, to legal considerations. This is
the ideal companion for those approaching the Qur’an and Islam for
the first time.

CLINTON BENNETT is history and biography editor for the New World
Encyclopedia and teaches Religious Studies at the State University
of New York at New Paltz, USA. His books include /n Search of
Muhammad (1998) and Muslims and Modernity (2005).

ISBN 978-0-8264-9944
| ‘|9‘ci|ﬂ

9 780826

SN |

L£99448

AL R
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